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John Famous' Tenant House at Mill Green
Mill Green Road
Street, Maryland 21154

As early as the third quarter of the eighteenth century,
there may have been a grist mill at Mill Green. That first mill,
known as '"Ashmore's Mill™, was the hub of a community that included
a saw mill and probably a store as well. During the 1820's
John Ashmore's daughter, Susanna, and her husband, Nathaniel
Smoloff Bemis, expanded the family enterprise with a forge
and an ordinary. By the 1830's there was also a tannery,
and the village was the scene of great activity and enterprise.

The kitchen wing of this house may date from the early
phase of the village's growth and the south portion from the
time Thomas H. Roberts or his daughter,Margaret _Rebetts Street,
owned the mill in middle of the 19th century.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two-story, gable-roofed frame house is situated in the village of Mill Green
on the north side of Mill Green Road.

Set on a Tow stone foundation, the house faces south and consists of two units:
the four-bay by three-bay south unit with a center front gable, a boxed cornice with
gable returns, and two interior end brick chimneys with dentelled caps; the three-
bay-long north kitchen wing has an interior end brick chimney with a corbelled
cap and a one-story, shed-roofed addition on the north end. Most of the original
6/6 window sash have been replaced.

A one-story, hipped-roof porch spans the south or principal facade. In the
first story, entrances are located in the center two bays, flanked by windows in
the outer two bays. In the second story, the pair of windows in the center bay
is flanked by one window on each side. The gable contains two 6/6 sash windows.

The east end has three windows in the first story, two in the second and two
in the gable.

Fenestration on the kitchen wing has been altered substantially.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As early as the third quarter of the Eighteenth Century, there may have been a
grist mill at Mi1l Green. That first mi1l, known as "Ashmore's Mil1" was the hub of a
community that included a saw mill and probably a store as well. During the 1820's,
John Ashmore's daughter Susanna and her husband, Nathaniel Smoloff Bemis expanded
the family enterprise with a forge and an ordinary. By the 1830's, there was also
a tannery. Local historian Mary Bristow described the town at that time as'a rip-snorting
company town, churning with energy, smoggy with the fires of the forge,... trembling
with the clanging and thrashing and grinding of manufacturing. It reveled as the
main N-S & E-W crossroads, right in the middle of north country travel." By 1915, the
flour mi1ling industry in Harford County was floundering.

The kitchen wing of this house may date from the early phase of the village's
growth and the south portion from the time Thomas H. Roberts, Sr. or his daughter,
Margaret Roberts Street, owned the mill (after 1838).

The owner of the land from 1771 until 1797 was Col. Ignatius Wheeler, one of the
founders of St. Ignatius Catholic Church.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Land, Will, and equity records of Harford County
1798 Tax List

"Two Hundred Years on John's Adventure," by Mary Bristow, Aegis, 6/3/77
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY o
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
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Natalie Shivers, Susan Deeney 9/79; 1/78
ORGANIZATION DATE
Harford County Historic District Commission 838-6000, X 207
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
45 South Main Street
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Bel Air Mar‘y"l and

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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MNational Register.
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John Famous' House at Mill Green
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